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The Cambridge Textbook of Bioethics Nov 12 2020 Medicine and
health care generate many bioethical problems and dilemmas that are of
great academic, professional and public interest. This comprehensive
resource is designed as a succinct yet authoritative text and reference
for clinicians, bioethicists, and advanced students seeking a better
understanding of ethics problems in the clinical setting. Each chapter
illustrates an ethical problem that might be encountered in everyday
practice; defines the concepts at issue; examines their implications from
the perspectives of ethics, law and policy; and then provides a practical
resolution. There are 10 key sections presenting the most vital topics and
clinically relevant areas of modern bioethics. International,
interdisciplinary authorship and cross-cultural orientation ensure
suitability for a worldwide audience. This book will assist all clinicians in
making well-reasoned and defensible decisions by developing their
awareness of ethical considerations and teaching the analytical skills to
deal with them effectively.
Euthanasia Oct 12 2020 This timely work is a balanced overview of endof-life issues related to euthanasia and assisted suicide. * Includes the
full text of documents such as the Hippocratic Oath and position
statements from several religions * A detailed chronology pinpoints key
events from the time of Hippocrates to current legal cases still being
decided
Legal and Ethical Issues in Emergency Medicine Aug 29 2019 Part
of the "What Do I Do Now?: Emergency Medicine" series, Legal and
Ethical Issues in Emergency Medicine uses a case-based approach to
cover common and important topics in the legal and ethical dilemmas
that surface in the practice of emergency medicine. Each unique case
draws upon the four well-established principles of bioethics: beneficence,
non-maleficence, respect for autonomy, and justice. Other ethical
principles, such as honesty and personal integrity, are also addressed.
Chapters are rounded out by key points to remember and selected
references for further reading. Legal and Ethical Issues in Emergency
Medicine addresses a wide range of topics including HIPPA and
confidentiality, advance directives, suicidal patients, refusal of care,
expert witness testimony, and more. This book is an engaging collection
of thought-provoking cases which clinicians can utilize when they
encounter difficult situations in the emergency department. The volume
is also a self-assessment tool that tests the reader's ability to answer the
question, "What do I do now?"
Holland-Frei Cancer Medicine Aug 10 2020 Holland-Frei Cancer
Medicine, Ninth Edition, offers a balanced view of the most current
knowledge of cancer science and clinical oncology practice. This all-new
edition is the consummate reference source for medical oncologists,
radiation oncologists, internists, surgical oncologists, and others who
treat cancer patients. A translational perspective throughout, integrating
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cancer biology with cancer management providing an in depth
understanding of the disease An emphasis on multidisciplinary, researchdriven patient care to improve outcomes and optimal use of all
appropriate therapies Cutting-edge coverage of personalized cancer
care, including molecular diagnostics and therapeutics Concise,
readable, clinically relevant text with algorithms, guidelines and insight
into the use of both conventional and novel drugs Includes free access to
the Wiley Digital Edition providing search across the book, the full
reference list with web links, illustrations and photographs, and postpublication updates
Dying with Dignity May 31 2022 Providing a thorough, well-researched
investigation of the socio-legal issues surrounding medically assisted
death for the past century, this book traces the origins of the controversy
and discusses the future of policymaking in this arena domestically and
abroad. * Provides comprehensive, well-researched, and accessible
information on a timely and controversial topic * Presents a socio-legal
explanation rather than a simple description of the emergence and
evolution of the legal concepts involved with medically assisted death *
Offers invaluable historical perspective for academics in the fields of
sociology, criminal justice, law, and related disciplines as well as
practitioners who deal with end-of-life decision-making and lay readers
Death and Dying Jun 27 2019 This collection of essays explores issues
related to death and dying. Each essay takes a pro or con stance on each
topic, so that readers benefit from more than one thoughtful viewpoint.
Readers will explore end-of-life care, and the economics and end-of-life
care decisions. They will evaluate government involvement, and the
rights of terminally ill people. Hospice care, and the relationship
between technology and life spans are also debated.
Death with Dignity Nov 05 2022 In this book the author makes a case for
legalized physician-assisted dying. Using the latest data from Oregon and
the Netherlands, he puts a new slant on perennial debate topics such as
"slippery slopes," "the integrity of medicine," and "sanctity of life." This
book provides an in-depth look at how we die in America today. It
examines the shortcomings of our end-of-life system. You will learn about
terminal torture in hospital ICUs and about the alternatives: hospice and
palliative care. The author scrutinizes the good, the bad, and the ugly.
He provides a critique of the practice of palliative sedation. The book
makes a strong case that assisted dying complements hospice. By
providing both, Oregon now has the best palliative-care system in
America. This book, above all, may help you or someone you care about
navigate this strange landscape we call "end of life." It can be an
informed guide to "a good death" in the age of hospice and high-tech
medical intervention.
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis Jul 29 2019 Amyotrophic Lateral
Sclerosis (ALS) is a devastating neurodegenerative disorder with a
progressive and fatal course, with no known medical therapies that can
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reverse the disease or halt its progression. Palliative care is the mainstay
of disease management, aimed at maximizing Quality Of Life (QOL) for
the patient and caregiver. Clinicians caring for patients with ALS need to
understand complex psychological issues in the patient and caregiver,
including depression, anxiety, hopelessness, and wish for hastened death
(physician-assisted suicide). They also need to confront the psychological
implications of rapidly advancing genetic research, the impact of
cognitive and behavioural dysfunction in a sizable minority of ALS
patients, and caregiver burnout. Healthcare providers can optimize care
by better understanding not only these factors, but by learning how to
facilitate their management with problem-solving, coping techniques,
and with psychologically-based approaches such as mindfulness and
other non-pharmacological approaches aimed at maximizing QOL.
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis: Understanding and Optimizing Quality of
Life and Psychological Well-Being provides a detailed review and
evaluation of ALS, presented in a comprehensive and integrated fashion.
The book achieves this through detailed and up-to-date information about
the current state of knowledge in this field. It also offers new insights
regarding future directions for research. This book will provide clinicians
with a comprehensive description of the psychological aspects of ALS
and their management, and incorporates chapters written by recognized
scholars in their respective fields.
Regulating how We Die Jan 15 2021 Dr. Linda Emanuel--one of
America's most influential medical ethicists--has assembled leading
experts to provide not only a clear account of the arguments for and
against physician-assisted suicide and euthanasia but also historical,
empirical, and legal perspectives on this complicated issue.
Physician-Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia Oct 31 2019 Unlike Nazi
medical experiments, euthanasia during the Third Reich is barely studied
or taught. Often, even asking whether euthanasia during the Third Reich
is relevant to contemporary debates about physician-assisted suicide
(PAS) and euthanasia is dismissed as inflammatory. Physician-Assisted
Suicide and Euthanasia: Before, During, and After the Holocaust
explores the history of euthanasia before and during the Third Reich in
depth and demonstrate how Nazi physicians incorporated mainstream
Western philosophy, eugenics, population medicine, prevention, and
other medical ideas into their ideology. This book reveals that euthanasia
was neither forced upon physicians nor wantonly practiced by a few
fanatics, but widely embraced by Western medicine before being
sanctioned by the Nazis. Contributors then reflect on the significance of
this history for contemporary debates about PAS and euthanasia. While
they take different views regarding these practices, almost all agree that
there are continuities between the beliefs that the Nazis used to justify
euthanasia and the ideology that undergirds present-day PAS and
euthanasia. This conclusion leads our scholars to argue that the history
of Nazi medicine should make society wary about legalizing PAS or
euthanasia and urge caution where it has been legalized.
The Best Care Possible Sep 30 2019 A doctor on the front lines of
hospital care illuminates one of the most important and controversial
social issues of our time. It is harder to die in this country than ever
before. Though the vast majority of Americans would prefer to die at
home—which hospice care provides—many of us spend our last days
fearful and in pain in a healthcare system ruled by high-tech procedures
and a philosophy to “fight disease and illness at all cost.” Dr. Ira Byock,
one of the foremost palliative-care physicians in the country, argues that
how we die represents a national crisis today. To ensure the best
possible elder care, Dr. Byock explains we must not only remake our
healthcare system but also move beyond our cultural aversion to thinking
about death. The Best Care Possible is a compelling meditation on
medicine and ethics told through page-turning life-or-death medical
drama. It has the power to lead a new national conversation.
Dying with Dignity Jul 21 2021 Discusses the ethical issues of
euthanasia, looks at the legal trend towards acceptance, describes the
political goals of the Hemlock Society, and explains the differences
between mercy killing, assisted suicide, and auto-euthanasia
Dying Right Feb 25 2022 Dying Right provides an overview of the Death
With Dignity movement, a history of how and why Oregon legalized
physician-assisted suicide, and an analysis of the future of physicianassisted suicide. Engaging the question of how to balance a patient's
sense about the right way to die, a physician's role as a healer, and the
state's interest in preventing killing, Dying Right captures the ethical,
legal, moral, and medical complexities involved in this ongoing debate.
Human Dignity and Assisted Death Nov 24 2021 Assisted dying is still an
extremely contested topic in Bioethics. Despite the strongly influential
role human dignity plays in this debate, it still has not received the
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appropriate, multi-faceted treatment it deserves. Studies show that the
notion of dignity already plays an important role in medical contexts: it is
frequently used by health care professionals as well as patients.
However, its use in these contexts needs to be analyzed and explained in
more detail. Moreover, a review of the available literature clearly shows
that the general, highly fruitful academic debate on human dignity is
more than ready to take the next step into applied ethics: in particular,
into the even more controversial area of assisted death. This book offers
a detailed philosophical analysis of dignity and how it relates to assisted
death. Its audience will benefit both from the general discussion of
human dignity it offers as well as from the specific bioethical context to
which it is applied.
Approaching Death Mar 29 2022 When the end of life makes its
inevitable appearance, people should be able to expect reliable, humane,
and effective caregiving. Yet too many dying people suffer unnecessarily.
While an "overtreated" dying is feared, untreated pain or emotional
abandonment are equally frightening. Approaching Death reflects a
wide-ranging effort to understand what we know about care at the end of
life, what we have yet to learn, and what we know but do not adequately
apply. It seeks to build understanding of what constitutes good care for
the dying and offers recommendations to decisionmakers that address
specific barriers to achieving good care. This volume offers a profile of
when, where, and how Americans die. It examines the dimensions of
caring at the end of life: Determining diagnosis and prognosis and
communicating these to patient and family. Establishing clinical and
personal goals. Matching physical, psychological, spiritual, and practical
care strategies to the patient's values and circumstances. Approaching
Death considers the dying experience in hospitals, nursing homes, and
other settings and the role of interdisciplinary teams and managed care.
It offers perspectives on quality measurement and improvement, the role
of practice guidelines, cost concerns, and legal issues such as assisted
suicide. The book proposes how health professionals can become better
prepared to care well for those who are dying and to understand that
these are not patients for whom "nothing can be done."
Freedom to Die Sep 10 2020 The strength of the right-to-die movement
was underscored as early as 1991, when Derek Humphry published Final
Exit, the movement's call to arms that inspired literally hundreds of
thousands of Americans who wished to understand the concepts of
assisted suicide and the right to die with dignity. Now Humphry has
joined forces with attorney Mary Clement to write Freedom to Die, which
places this civil rights story within the framework of American social
history. More than a chronology of the movement, this book explores the
inner motivations of an entire society. Reaching back to the years just
after World War II, Freedom to Die explores the roots of the movement
and answers the question: Why now, at the end of the twentieth century,
has the right-to-die movement become part of the mainstream debate? In
a reasoned voice, which stands out dramatically amid the vituperative
clamoring of the religious right, the authors examine the potential
dangers of assisted suicide - suggesting ways to avert the negative
consequences of legalization - even as they argue why it should be
legalized.
Death with Dignity Oct 04 2022 As of 2011, two States, Oregon and
Washington, have enacted “Death with Dignity Acts.” Pursuant to this
legislation, a “qualified patient,” suffering from a “terminal disease,” can
request a physician to write a “prescription for medication to end his or
her life in a humane and dignified manner,” in what is now known as
“physician-assisted death.” A combined 644 patients have died following
ingesting such lethal doses of medication. As to each State, this book
presents a detailed analysis of what constitutes a qualified patient, and
the exact procedures that must be followed to satisfy the Act's many
safeguards. Separate chapters examine the statistics relating to these
644 patients.This book also presents a detailed analysis of three seminal
United States Supreme Court cases that form the foundation for the
legalization of state Death with Dignity Acts. Cruzan v. Missouri (1990),
was the first “right to die” case to have reached the Supreme Court.
Washington v. Glucksberg (1997), dealt with the rights of terminally ill
patients to obtain what was then referred to as “physician-assisted
suicide,” as well as the physician's right to provide such medical
services. And, Gonzales v. Oregon (2006), dealt with an unsuccessful
attempt by the United States Attorney General—John Ashcroft to destroy
the Oregon Death with Dignity Act by claiming that the lethal medication
was in violation of the Controlled Substance Act.The author of this book,
a former Assistant United States Attorney, applies a uniquely legal
approach to define the scope and reach of the Oregon and Washington
Death with Dignity Acts, as well as the arguments pro and con, as set
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forth by the Supreme Court, relating to physician-assisted death.This
book was written with four audiences in mind: first, residents of Oregon
and Washington who need to know about their state's Death with Dignity
Act; second, residents of the other 48 states and other jurisdictions who
want to know how to adopt similar legislation; third, all those who want
to learn about the thirteen years of actual experience in administrating
the Oregon Act, and the two years of actual experience in administering
the Washington Act; and, fourth, legislators of states without Death with
Dignity Acts who want a template to adopt such legislation.
At Liberty to Die Sep 22 2021 "Over the past hundred years, average life
expectancy in America has nearly doubled, due largely to scientific and
medical advances, but also as a consequence of safer working conditions,
a heightened awareness of the importance of diet and health, and other
factors. Yet while longevity is celebrated as an achievement in modern
civilization, the longer people live, the more likely they are to succumb to
chronic, terminal illnesses. In 1900, the average life expectancy was 47
years, with a majority of American deaths attributed to influenza,
tuberculosis, pneumonia, or other diseases. In 2000, the average life
expectancy was nearly 80 years, and for too many people, these long
lifespans included cancer, heart failure, Lou Gehrig's Disease, AIDS, or
other fatal illnesses, and with them, came debilitating pain and the loss
of a once-full and often independent lifestyle. In this compelling and
provocative book, noted legal scholar Howard Ball poses the pressing
question: is it appropriate, legally and ethically, for a competent
individual to have the liberty to decide how and when to die when faced
with a terminal illness? At Liberty to Die charts how, the right of a
competent, terminally ill person to die on his or her own terms with the
help of a doctor has come deeply embroiled in debates about the
relationship between religion, civil liberties, politics, and law in
American life. Exploring both the legal rulings and the media frenzies
that accompanied the Terry Schiavo case and others like it, Howard Ball
contends that despite raging battles in all the states where right to die
legislation has been proposed, the opposition to the right to die is
intractable in its stance. Combining constitutional analysis, legal history,
and current events, Ball surveys the constitutional arguments that have
driven the right to die debate"--Provided by publisher.
Patient-Directed Dying Aug 02 2022 Author Tom Preston, MD, and his
terminally ill patients and their families often face the controversial
predicament of how to die when suffering has been medically extended.
Through their conversations, they demonstrate how dying is a process,
how physicians alter when and how we die, and why "natural" death is a
misnomer after medical interventions prolong the process. Their cases
also explain why patients-not physicians or others-should be able to make
their own decisions about when and how to die. Dr. Preston gives
compelling reasons as to why aid-in-dying is not suicide when used by
terminally ill patients, and why physicians who help them die are not
assisting suicide. He shows us the ethical aspects of aid-in-dying and how
they are consistent with other current and legal medical practices that
help patients end their suffering. He debunks claims that legalized aid-indying would be abused for financial, social, or political reasons. Dr.
Preston also shows how outdated cultural attitudes impede society's
understanding of how we die, why many physicians withdraw from their
dying patients, and how the sanctity-of-life principle has become
distorted to obstruct physician assisted deaths. Patient-Directed Dying is
a powerful manifesto calling for mercy and reason in helping terminally
ill patients die a peaceful death.
Bioethics Dec 14 2020 The main strength of this book is that it examines
the challenges facing the field of Bioethics today from medical, ethical
and legal perspectives. A critical exchange of ideas from professionals in
interdisciplinary fields allows everyone to learn and benefit from the
insights gained through others' experiences. Examining, analyzing and
understanding these complex medical-ethical-legal issues and cases and
how they are resolved will serve as a paradigm for all professionals who
will be confronted with these complex bioethical issues now and in the
future. The more we face these challenges directly, examine them
critically and debate them enthusiastically the more knowledge will be
gained and hopefully, we will gain more practical wisdom.
Physician-Assisted Death Oct 24 2021 The issue of physician-assisted
death is now firmly on the American public agenda. Already legal in five
states, it is the subject of intense public opinion battles across the
country. Driven by an increasingly aging population, and a baby boom
generation just starting to enter its senior years, the issue is not going to
go away anytime soon. In Physician-Assisted Death, L.W. Sumner equips
readers with everything they need to know to take a reasoned and
informed position in this important debate. The book provides needed
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context for the debate by situating physician-assisted death within the
wider framework of end-of-life care and explaining why the movement to
legalize it now enjoys such strong public support. It also reviews that
movement's successes to date, beginning in Oregon in 1994 and now
extending to eleven jurisdictions across three continents. Like abortion,
physician-assisted death is ethically controversial and the subject of
passionately held opinions. The central chapters of the book review the
main arguments utilized by both sides of the controversy: on the one
hand, appeals to patient autonomy and the relief of suffering, on the
other the claim that taking active steps to hasten death inevitably
violates the sanctity of life. The book then explores both the case in favor
of legalization and the case against, focusing in the latter instance on the
risk of abuse and the possibility of slippery slopes. In this context the
experience of jurisdictions that have already taken the step of
legalization is carefully reviewed to see what lessons might be extracted
from it. It then identifies some further issues that lie beyond the
boundaries of the current debate but will have to be faced sometime
down the road: euthanasia for patients who are permanently unconscious
or have become seriously demented and for severely compromised
newborns. The book concludes by considering the various possible routes
to legalization, both political and judicial. Readers will then be prepared
to decide for themselves just where they stand when they confront the
issue both in their own jurisdiction and in their own lives.
Assisted Death in Europe and America Jun 19 2021 Advances in medical
treatment now enable physicians to prolong life to a previously unknown
extent, however in many instances these new techniques mean not the
saving of life but prolonging the act of dying. In the eyes of many,
medical technology has run out of control and contributes to unnecessary
suffering. Hence the demand has arisen that patients should be entitled
to choose death when pain and physical and mental deterioration have
destroyed the possibility of a dignified and meaningful life and that their
doctors should help them to realize this endeavor. At the present time
there are seven jurisdictions in the world that, with various restrictions,
have legalized the practice of assisted death -- physician-assisted suicide
and/or voluntary euthanasia - to wit, the Netherlands, Belgium,
Luxembourg, Switzerland in Europe and the states of Oregon,
Washington and Montana in the United States. Four of these regimes - in
the Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland and the state of Oregon -- have
been functioning for many years, and we have for them a substantial
body of data as well as much observational research. This book is based
upon this material. The literature dealing with the moral, legal and social
aspects of assisted death is voluminous, but there is a paucity of writing
that provides a detailed account of the way these four regimes are
actually working. Many partisans, on both sides of the issue, cite existing
data selectively or, at times, willfully distort the empirical evidence in
order to strengthen their case. Based on the documentary record and
interviews with officials and scholars, this book seeks to give the
specialist as well as the general interested reader a reliable picture of
the way assisted death functions and to draw relevant lessons. While
accurate factual information cannot settle a moral debate, it nevertheless
is a precondition of any well-founded argument. 'The author speaks
authoritatively about the issues he addresses. I think this book does
make an important contribution to the field. It will be of interest to
students and scholars of PAS as a source of information and reference. I
definitely recommend publication.' Stuart Youngner, Department of
Bioethics, Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine 'The
information collected here makes an important contribution to the
literature on PAS because it collects a broad array of relevant
information into a single volume. It is interesting and enlightening. This
will make the book a valuable resource for anyone interested in the
subject and an especially useful resource for academics who study or
teach about the issues.' Rosamond Rhodes, Director, Bioethics
Education, Mt Sinai School of Medicine
Liberalism's Troubled Search for Equality Apr 05 2020 Debate
surrounding the 1994 Oregon Death with Dignity Act, the first law to
legalize physician-assisted suicide (PAS) in America, revealed some
surprising contradictions. Most prominently, egalitarian liberal
philosophers Ronald Dworkin and John Rawls backed a constitutional
right to PAS in direct opposition to many groups of disadvantaged
citizens they theoretically supported. These groups argued that legalized
PAS in the absence of universal access to health care would potentially
coerce the disadvantaged to end their lives prematurely because of
inadequate financial resources. In Liberalism's Troubled Search for
Equality, Robert P. Jones asks why these concerns were dismissed by
liberal philosophers and argues that this contradiction exposes a blind
3/5

Downloaded from certainunalienablerights.com on
December 6, 2022 by guest

spot within liberal political theory.
Physician-Assisted Death Apr 29 2022 Physician-Assisted Death is the
eleventh volume of Biomedical Ethics Reviews. We, the editors, are
pleased with the response to the series over the years and, as a result,
are happy to continue into a second decade with the same general
purpose and zeal. As in the past, contributors to projected volumes have
been asked to summarize the nature of the literature, the prevailing
attitudes and arguments, and then to advance the discussion in some
way by staking out and arguing forcefully for some basic position on the
topic targeted for discussion. For the present volume on PhysicianAssisted Death, we felt it wise to enlist the services of a guest editor, Dr.
Gregg A. Kasting, a practicing physician with extensive clinical
knowledge of the various problems and issues encountered in discussing
physician assisted death. Dr. Kasting is also our student and just
completing a graduate degree in philosophy with a specialty in
biomedical ethics here at Georgia State University. Apart from a keen
interest in the topic, Dr. Kasting has published good work in the area and
has, in our opinion, done an excellent job in taking on the lion's share of
editing this well-balanced and probing set of essays. We hope you will
agree that this volume significantly advances the level of discussion on
physician-assisted euthanasia. Incidentally, we wish to note that the
essays in this volume were all finished and committed to press by
January 1993.
The Consequences of Legalized Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia Jul 01
2022
Physician-Assisted Dying Aug 22 2021 In this volume, a distinguished
group of physicians, ethicists, lawyers, and activists come together to
present the case for the legalization of physician-assisted dying, for
terminally ill patients who voluntarily request it. To counter the
arguments and assumptions of those opposed to legalization of assisted
suicide, the contributors examine ethical arguments concerning selfdetermination and the relief of suffering; analyze empirical data from
Oregon and the Netherlands; describe their personal experiences as
physicians, family members, and patients; assess the legal and ethical
responsibilities of the physician; and discuss the role of pain, depression,
faith, and dignity in this decision. Together, the essays in this volume
present strong arguments for the ethical acceptance and legal
recognition of the practice of physician-assisted dying as a last resort -not as an alternative to excellent palliative care but as an important
possibility for patients who seek it.
The Reality of Human Dignity in Law and Bioethics Feb 02 2020
Adopting an interdisciplinary perspective, this volume explores the
reality of the principle of human dignity – a core value which is
increasingly invoked in our societies and legal systems. This book
provides a systematic overview of the legal and philosophical concept in
sixteen countries representing different cultural and religious contexts
and examines in particular its use in a developing case law (including of
the European Court of Human Rights and of the Inter-American Court of
Human Rights). Whilst omnipresent in the context of bioethics, this book
reveals its wider use in healthcare more generally, treatment of
prisoners, education, employment, and matters of life and death in many
countries. In this unique comparative work, contributing authors share a
multidisciplinary analysis of the use (and potential misuse) of the
principle of dignity in Europe, Africa, South and North America and Asia.
By revealing the ambivalence of human dignity in a wide range of
cultures and contexts and through the evolving reality of case law, this
book is a valuable resource for students, scholars and professionals
working in bioethics, medicine, social sciences and law. Ultimately, it will
make all those who invoke the principle of human dignity more aware of
its multi-layered character and force us all to reflect on its ability to
further social justice within our societies.
Human Dignity and Law Apr 17 2021 This book argues that human
dignity and law stand in a privileged relationship with one another. Law
must be understood as limited by the demands made by human dignity.
Conversely, human dignity cannot be properly understood without
clarifying its interaction with legal institutions and legal practices. This is
not, then, a survey of the uses of human dignity in law; it is a rethinking
of human dignity in relation to our principles of social governance. The
result is a revisionist account of human dignity and law, one focused less
on the use of human dignity in our regulations and more on its
constitutive implications for the governance of the public realm. The first
part conducts a wide-ranging moral, legal and political analysis of the
nature and functions of human dignity. The second part applies that
analysis to three fields of legal regulation: international law,
transnational law, and domestic public law. The book will appeal to
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scholars in both philosophy and law. It will also be of interest to political
theorists, particularly those working within the liberal tradition or those
concerned with institutional design.
The Right to Die with Dignity May 19 2021 “Can I choose to die?” As the
number of requests for euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide
continues to rise, human rights law faces a new conflict: the right to die
vs. the right to life... The right to die or, in other words, ‘the right to
choose the time and manner of one’s own death’ is a question of personal
autonomy and its limits. This book provides a comprehensive
understanding of the right to die and sheds light on its possible future
under the European Convention on Human Rights. After setting a clear
framework by defining the key terminology, the book takes a two-part
approach to achieving its aim. The first part focuses on the right to die in
practice by examining selected jurisdictions. Switzerland, which is
famous for its assisted suicide organizations, and the Netherlands, which
was the first country to legalize euthanasia, are examined in detail.
Belgium, Germany, the United Kingdom, and -as an exception to the
Convention perspective - Canada are also included. While this
examination offers a better understanding of what the right to die looks
like in practice, it also provides insights on the slippery slope argument,
which serves as a counterweight to personal autonomy, without making a
definitive statement on its validity. This part also illustrates the different
paths that led or did not lead to the right to die in practice. The second
part is an analysis of the European Court of Human Rights case law on
the right to die. The Court has made important statements in only very
cases, while its caution when approaching such a delicate and
controversial topic among its 47 members is understandably emphasized.
This analysis of the Court’s approach to the balancing of personal
autonomy against other interests allows us to take a look back at the
practice in more permissive jurisdictions through the lens of the
Convention. Taken together, the book’s two parts provide valuable
lessons for countries that decide to practice assisted dying, which are
outlined in the conclusion. In addition, given that a purely legal approach
can only offer a partial picture, the book argues that an interdisciplinary
approach would be much more favorable in terms of providing the
necessary basis for the right to die debate.
Physician-Assisted Death Jan 03 2020 The question of whether and under
what circumstances terminally ill patients should be able to access lifeending medications with the aid of a physician is receiving increasing
attention as a matter of public opinion and of public policy. Ethicists,
clinicians, patients, and their families debate whether physician-assisted
death ought to be a legal option for patients. While public opinion is
divided and public policy debates include moral, ethical, and policy
considerations, a demand for physician-assisted death persists among
some patients, and the inconsistent legal terrain leaves a number of
questions and challenges for health care providers to navigate when
presented with patients considering or requesting physician-assisted
death. To discuss what is known and not known empirically about the
practice of physician-assisted death, the National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine convened a 2-day workshop in Washington,
DC, on February 12â€"13, 2018. This publication summarizes the
presentations and discussions from the workshop.
Euthanasia and the Right to Die Dec 02 2019
Voluntarily Stopping Eating and Drinking May 07 2020 In the 21st
century, people in the developed world are living longer. They hope they
will have a healthy longer life and then die relatively quickly and
peacefully. But frequently that does not happen. While people are living
healthy a little longer, they tend to live sick for a lot longer. And at the
end of being sick before dying, they and their families are frequently
faced with daunting decisions about whether to continue life prolonging
medical treatments or whether to find meaningful and forthright ways to
die more easily and quickly. In this context, some people are searching
for more and better options to hasten death. They may be experiencing
unacceptable suffering in the present or may fear it in the near future.
But they do not know the full range of options legally available to them.
Voluntary stopping eating and drinking (VSED), though relatively
unknown and poorly understood, is a widely available option for
hastening death. VSED is legally permitted in places where medical
assistance in dying (MAID) is not. And unlike U.S. jurisdictions where
MAID is legally permitted, VSED is not limited to terminal illness or to
those with current decision-making capacity. VSED is a compassionate
option that respects patient choice. Despite its strongly misleading image
of starvation, death by VSED is typically peaceful and meaningful when
accompanied by adequate clinician and/or caregiver support. Moreover,
the practice is not limited to avoiding unbearable suffering, but may also
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be used by those who are determined to avoid living with unacceptable
deterioration such as severe dementia. But VSED is "not for everyone."
This volume provides a realistic, appropriately critical, yet supportive
assessment of the practice. Eight illustrative, previously unpublished real
cases are included, receiving pragmatic analysis in each chapter. The
volume's integrated, multi-professional, multi-disciplinary character
makes it useful for a wide range of readers: patients considering present
or future end-of-life options and their families, clinicians of all kinds,
ethicists, lawyers, and institutional administrators. Appendices include
recommended elements of an advance directive for stopping eating and
drinking in one's future if and when decision making capacity is lost, and
what to record as cause of death on the death certificates of those who
hasten death by VSED.
Dying with Dignity: A Legal Approach to Assisted Death Sep 03
2022 Providing a thorough, well-researched investigation of the sociolegal issues surrounding medically assisted death for the past century,
this book traces the origins of the controversy and discusses the future of
policymaking in this arena domestically and abroad. • Provides
comprehensive, well-researched, and accessible information on a timely
and controversial topic • Presents a socio-legal explanation rather than a
simple description of the emergence and evolution of the legal concepts
involved with medically assisted death • Offers invaluable historical
perspective for academics in the fields of sociology, criminal justice, law,
and related disciplines as well as practitioners who deal with end-of-life
decision-making and lay readers
Death and Dignity Jul 09 2020 "For me Dr. Quill is a hero--a physician
with a head and a heart." --Betty Rollin, author of Last Wish
The Right to Die with Dignity Feb 13 2021 There are few issues more
divisive than what has become known as "the right to die." One camp
upholds "death with dignity," regarding the terminally ill as autonomous
beings capable of forming their own judgment on the timing and process
of dying. The other camp advocates "sanctity of life," regarding life as
intrinsically valuable, and that should be sustained as long as possible. Is
there a right answer? Raphael Cohen-Almagor takes a balanced
approach in analyzing this emotionally charged debate, viewing the
dispute from public policy and international perspectives. He offers an
interdisciplinary, compelling study in medicine, law, religion, and ethics.
It is a comprehensive look at the troubling question of whether
physician-assisted suicide should be allowed. Cohen-Almagor delineates
a distinction between active and passive euthanasia and discusses legal
measures that have been invoked in the United States and abroad. He
outlines reasons non-blood relatives should be given a role in deciding a
patient's last wishes. As he examines euthanasia policies in the
Netherlands and the 1994 Oregon Death with Dignity Act, the author
suggests amendments and finally makes a circumscribed plea for
voluntary physician-assisted suicide.
In Love Jun 07 2020 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A powerful
memoir of a love that leads two people to find a courageous way to
part—and a woman’s struggle to go forward in the face of loss—that
“enriches the reader’s life with urgency and gratitude” (The Washington
Post) “A pleasure to read . . . Rarely has a memoir about death been so
full of life. . . . Bloom has a talent for mixing the prosaic and profound,
the slapstick and the serious.”—USA Today ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS
OF THE YEAR: NPR Amy Bloom began to notice changes in her husband,
Brian: He retired early from a new job he loved; he withdrew from close
friendships; he talked mostly about the past. Suddenly, it seemed there
was a glass wall between them, and their long walks and talks stopped.
Their world was altered forever when an MRI confirmed what they could
no longer ignore: Brian had Alzheimer’s disease. Forced to confront the
truth of the diagnosis and its impact on the future he had envisioned,
Brian was determined to die on his feet, not live on his knees. Supporting
each other in their last journey together, Brian and Amy made the
unimaginably difficult and painful decision to go to Dignitas, an
organization based in Switzerland that empowers a person to end their
own life with dignity and peace. In this heartbreaking and surprising
memoir, Bloom sheds light on a part of life we so often shy away from
discussing—its ending. Written in Bloom’s captivating, insightful voice
and with her trademark wit and candor, In Love is an unforgettable
portrait of a beautiful marriage, and a boundary-defying love.
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The Inevitable Jan 27 2022 “A remarkably nuanced, empathetic, and
well-crafted work of journalism, [The Inevitable] explores what might be
called the right-to-die underground, a world of people who wonder why a
medical system that can do so much to try to extend their lives can do so
little to help them end those lives in a peaceful and painless
way.”—Brooke Jarvis, The New Yorker More states and countries are
passing right-to-die laws that allow the sick and suffering to end their
lives at pre-planned moments, with the help of physicians. But even
where these laws exist, they leave many people behind. The Inevitable
moves beyond margins of the law to the people who are meticulously
planning their final hours—far from medical offices, legislative chambers,
hospital ethics committees, and polite conversation. It also shines a light
on the people who help them: loved ones and, sometimes, clandestine
groups on the Internet that together form the “euthanasia underground.”
Katie Engelhart, a veteran journalist, focuses on six people representing
different aspects of the right to die debate. Two are doctors: a California
physician who runs a boutique assisted death clinic and has written more
lethal prescriptions than anyone else in the U.S.; an Australian named
Philip Nitschke who lost his medical license for teaching people how to
end their lives painlessly and peacefully at “DIY Death” workshops. The
other four chapters belong to people who said they wanted to die
because they were suffering unbearably—of old age, chronic illness,
dementia, and mental anguish—and saw suicide as their only option.
Spanning North America, Europe, and Australia, The Inevitable offers a
deeply reported and fearless look at a morally tangled subject. It
introduces readers to ordinary people who are fighting to find dignity
and authenticity in the final hours of their lives.
The Future of Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia Mar 17 2021 After
assessing the strengths and weaknesses of arguments for assisted
suicide and euthanasia, Gorsuch builds a nuanced, novel, and powerful
moral and legal argument against legalization, one based on a principle
that, surprisingly, has largely been overlooked in the debate; the idea
that human life is intrinsically valuable and that intentional killing is
always wrong. At the same time, the argument Gorsuch develops leaves
wide latitude for individual patient autonomy and the refusal of
unwanted medical treatment and life-sustaining care, permitting
intervention only in cases where an intention to kill is present.
Euthanasia in the Netherlands Mar 05 2020 The Dutch experience has
influenced the debate on euthanasia and death with dignity around the
globe, especially with regard to whether physician-assisted suicide and
euthanasia should be legitimized or legalized. A review of the literature
reveals complex and often contradictory views about the Dutch
experience. Some claim that the Netherlands offers a model for the
world to follow; others believe that the Netherlands represents danger,
rather than promise, and that the Dutch experience is the definitive
answer regarding why we should not make active euthanasia and
physician-assisted suicide part of our lives. Given these contradictory
views, it has become clear that fieldwork is essential to developing a
more informed opinion. Having investigated the Dutch experience for a
number of years, and after thoroughly reading the vast literature
published in English, I went to the Netherlands for one month in the
summer of 1999 to get a feel for the local situation. I felt that this would
provide the basis on which I could better interpret the findings of the
available literature. I visited the major centers of medical ethics, as well
as some research hospitals, and spoke with leading figures in the
euthanasia policy and practice. The time spent was extremely beneficial
and enriching. I followed in the footsteps of Carlos Gomez, who 1
published a book following one month of extensive research in the
Netherlands.
Death with Dignity Dec 26 2021 One of the most significant &
controversial issues of our time is voluntary euthanasia: do we have the
right, when dying with unbearable suffering, to ask a physician for
assistance in suicide? At present such an action is against the law in all
Western societies except the Netherlands, where it is permitted though
not actually legalized. Robert L. Risley is a Los Angeles lawyer who was
principal author of the Death With Dignity Act which, when passed, will
permit lawful physician aid-in-dying. In this book, Mr. Risley explains the
background to the new law, why it is necessary, & tackles the critics who
claim that is a slippery slope back to conduct similar to Nazi Germany.
The entire Death With Dignity Act is an appendix.
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